
 

 

Children in Care Changing Schools - Guidance for Social Workers and Carers  
 
Most children change school at least once in their life at the ‘normal’ transition points: reception to 

primary; primary to secondary in September. Changes at other points are known as ‘in year 

transfers’. 

Changing school can be difficult for children in care: losing friends and teachers who know you 

well, can be a lonely experience. Under the wrong circumstances, a change in school can make 

everything break down in a child’s life. Conversely, school can be a key stable factor for a child 

when everything else is changing. Changes in school must be carefully considered and, if 

essential, carefully planned. 

If a child is not happy or making progress at school it is often better to ask to hold a PEP meeting 

to look at how issues can be resolved, rather than changing school.  

Sometimes a change in school is considered because the care placement has changed or may 

change: this is not always the best time to make a change.  

Moving a child’s care placement to somewhere where there is no education available breaks the 

law that entitles children to full time education. This is a particular risk for out of city placements for 

children with complex needs, as the specialist education they have been receiving may not be 

available when they move. 

Care planning regulations require senior officer [Head of Virtual School] agreement to any change 

in education in KS4 [Years 10 and 11 age 14-16] 

Do not go direct to a school about an in year transfer, or you feel a change of school may be 

needed: talk to the Virtual School.  

 
The following are mandatory: 

• Carers and Social Workers must not make applications to change schools without contacting 

the Virtual School. 

• Requests for transfers for children in care are made to admissions, not to the school. 

• Transfer applications must be signed by someone with parental responsibility and the Virtual 

School. 

• A change in education placement during the academic year [‘in year transfer’] cannot be made 

without the agreement of the Virtual School. 

• A planned change in care placement that changes the education placement [because of 

travelling distance to the current placement] cannot be made without the agreement of the 

Virtual School. 

• An emergency placement that changes the education placement must be reported to the 

Virtual School by email when it is made. The person agreeing this emergency placement must 

ensure that the social worker meets with the Virtual School to resolve the education provision. 

If there is no education available with the care placement, the placement cannot be long term, 

as failure to provide education breaks the law. 

• If any of the above are being considered [e.g. in care planning discussions] the Virtual School 

must be consulted and invited to relevant meetings. 

• In any of the above circumstances the Virtual school will provide advice, attend meetings as 

appropriate and ensure that a PEP/EPP is in place to cover the agreed plan. 



 

 

• To consult the virtual school contact: Howard Rowley – 01782 233038 email 

howard.rowley@stoke.gov.uk 


