
Newsletter Designated Teachers September 2015 
 
Dear Colleagues 
 
I hope you have had a good start to the term and that summer is not too distant a memory yet! 
I wanted to share with you some key information at this stage of the term.  
 
Results and tracking our young people’s progress 
There were some excellent results at all key stages and really impressive progress for individual 
young people. Thank you for the tenacious and highly effective support that underpins these 
outcomes. Our young people often do amazingly well given what they have had to deal with in their 
lives. Here is F’s story which feels very relevant at the moment. 
 
F is a young woman who came to England as a refugee with a mother whose mental health had been 
so damaged by her own experiences of the conflict in the country they had fled, that she could not 
look after F. F had a limited experience of education and needed huge support to get her through 
GCSEs. She continued with her studies at our Sixth Form College, whilst not knowing if she would be 
given the right to remain in the UK and incidentally this meant that the college educated despite 
having no funding. This year she won a scholarship to study Biomedical Science at Keele University 
and will shortly take up her place there.  
 
What has really helped her, as with so many of our young people, is the resilience she has been able 
to develop and the support, care and belief of key adults through her education. So, this newsletter 
starts with a huge thank you for the work you do and will do this year to support our young people, 
believe in them when they don't always believe in themselves and inspire them to achieve their 
potential – Thank you! 
 
Attachment Aware Schools 
It is our ambition that we become an attachment aware authority, able to support children whose 
core experience of parenting has been damaged or disrupted so they develop a sense of safety and 
can learn effectively. 
We provide excellent training on attachment which can support your work in school.  To find out 
more contact Ruth Anaraki (ruth.anaraki@stoke.gov.uk) 01782 233947 
 
ePEPs 
As you know, we now do termly reviews of Personal Education Plans. Pupil Premium for Children in 
Care (on average £500 per term) is provided to support SMART targets for children's progress in 
PEPs.  
If the PEP is not up to date and of high quality Pupil Premium cannot be provided and there is no 
carry forward from one term to the next.  
If you need help with PEPs please contact Diane Crook (diane.crook@stoke.gov.uk 01782 237948). 
 
The Virtual School Website - http://www.stokevirtualschool.org.uk/ 

Many of our key documents are on our website. Please have a look and feel free to send suggestions 

for improvements and amendments to Mohammed Azam [mohammed.azam@stoke.gov.uk] 

 

Designated Teacher Annual Report to Governors 

Thank you to all those who have emailed their reports, they show how you are complying with 

statutory guidance. Many of you have signed up to our model policy, which commits you to an 

outstanding level of support for children in care – thank you. 

 

Next Designated Teacher’s Catch Up 

20 October 2015 3.15-5 at the Bridge Centre Birches Head Road Stoke on Trent ST2 8DD 
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