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Your local Beanstalk branch:



Beanstalk is a national charity (formerly known as Volunteer 
Reading Help) that has been working with schools since 1973  
to help raise literacy standards. If you have pupils who have  
fallen behind with their reading or lack reading confidence  
then we can offer cost-effective one-to-one reading support.

How it works
We recruit, vet, train and support 
volunteers from your local community  
to act as Beanstalk reading helpers.  
You can allocate three children to work 
with each reading helper.

They will spend 30 minutes with each  
child, twice a week, reading, chatting and 
playing games. They focus on the child’s 
successes and build the child’s reading 
confidence using a range of general 
literacy resources provided by us.

Raising literacy standards
Each child you refer spends an hour  
in total each week with their Beanstalk 
reading helper. On average, Beanstalk 
reading helpers stay with the same 
children for three to four terms. 

This undivided attention pays dividends. 
Our latest evaluation data shows that on 
average the children we support showed 
minimal or no progress in their reading  
the year prior to receiving support from  
a Beanstalk reading helper. However,  
once they were working with a reading 
helper their progress improved by on 
average approximately 2 sub-levels  
after three terms’ support.1

1Data correct at time of going to print

About Beanstalk

What it costs
We can offer this vital support at a cost  
to your school of just £525 per Beanstalk 
reading helper, per year. Our reading 
helpers work with three children each  
so this works out to £175 per child  
for around 30 to 35 hours of one-to-one 
reading support - a great way to use your 
Pupil Premium allocation.

Beanstalk’s reading helpers
Our reading helpers come from all walks 
of life. They are independent, committed 
individuals with a genuine interest in 
helping children achieve. We ask them  
to commit for at least one year and 
emphasise the importance of keeping  
up the twice-weekly visits for the children.

Recruitment, vetting  
and training
We carefully select Beanstalk reading 
helpers through an application form, 
face-to-face interview and an enhanced 
DBS check. We then train them before  
they start – covering reading strategies, 
understanding why children fall  
behind, checking comprehension,  
child safeguarding and how to make  
the reading sessions fun.

“ Beanstalk is the best value-
for-money service for 
children needing additional 
one-to-one support”
Malcolm Thomas, Team Leader, 
Integrated Looked After Children 
support service

Signing up to our service

To sign up to our service, we need you to:

•  make the financial contribution of £525 
per Beanstalk reading helper, per year

•  provide a place outside the classroom  
for the sessions to take place

•  provide feedback for the reading  
helpers from a member of staff  
at least once a term

•  provide Beanstalk with monitoring data 
on the children’s progress once a term

We organise everything else, including 
replacement reading helpers should  
one leave.

For a no-obligation 
conversation about your 
school’s needs please do call 
us now for further information

020 7729 4087 or your local 
branch - see stamp on reverse 
info@beanstalkcharity.org.uk 
www.beanstalkcharity.org.uk

The support we provide for  
our reading helpers
We provide on-going training for our 
reading helpers and also ensure they  
have resources for their sessions which 
are suited to the children they’re helping. 
In addition, one of our members of staff 
will visit your Beanstalk reading helper(s) 
in school at least once a year to observe  
a reading session.

We’re on the end of the telephone for them 
and also encourage them to network with 
other Beanstalk reading helpers in their 
local area.


