
 

 

19th May 2014 

Dear Virtual Heads 

At Burton and South Derbyshire College (BSDC) we are keen to ensure that the service we 

provide for our looked after children (LAC) is working effectively and hopefully, with your support, 

we would also like to identify key improvements that need to be made.  To this end we are going 

through the process of applying for the Frank Buttle award. 

We have identified a LAC key contact team who are: 

Paula Senior (paula.senior@bsdc.ac.uk) and Katy Broomfield (katy.broomfield@bsdc.ac.uk)  

We both work within the Learner Services area and are members of the College’s Safeguarding 

team we are passionate about providing an excellent service to our looked after children 

enabling them to thrive and exceed their potential during their time at BSDC. 

 As we move towards the new academic year it would be appreciated if you could pass on our 

details to the relevant staff and teams with whom we could work together. 

One of the frustrations we have encountered is that we have not always been able to identify 

LAC.  This has prompted us to make essential changes to our admission forms, to make it easier 

for LAC learners to identify themselves earlier but we would also hope that this is something you 

might be able to assist with in the future. 

Our plans for LAC in the coming academic year will be to provide a pre course meeting that is 

separate to the curriculum interview. The purpose of this meeting will be to: 

 Introduce the learner, carer and personal advisor or social worker to Paula and me 

 Provide a personalised tour of the College, especially areas of interest to the learner, and 

meet with tutors and mentors to help the learner feel more secure about the transition to 

BSDC 

 Ensure the Personal Education Plan is completed either before courses begin or on a 

date set within the first four weeks of the course starting. 

 Inform the young person and their carers about the support available to them e.g. 

financial support, application for a bursary, counselling (if required), safeguarding and 

the role of the Learner Mentors. 

 Respond to any concerns and questions 

 Plan future LAC reviews, which can be held at the College. 

We hope that you will contact us to see how we can work collaboratively and to share any ideas 

that will enable us to support the needs of our young people who are looked after in 2014-15 

and beyond 

Yours sincerely 

Katy Broomfield 
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