
To find out about free childcare and early education  

call  01782 232200 or visit stoke.gov.uk/beststart 

Pathways to early education for two year old children in care 

What is the pathway for children in care (aged 2)? 

All two year old children who are looked after by the local authority are entitled to receive 15 hours 

of early education for 38 weeks of the year.  

Evidence shows that accessing just one term of early education brings huge benefits to a child’s 

social and emotional development and leads to a  smoother transition on to the universal three 

and four year old early education entitlement. This is even more important when a child has had a 

difficult start in life. 

We also know that some two year old children in care are not ready to access their full entitlement 

of a free early education place at the point that they become eligible. In these circumstances there 

are a range of support packages available to help the child, and their carer, to become ready. 

This clear and consistent pathway will enable children and carers to build skills and confidence so 

that a place can be accessed once the child is ready. 

 

What does the pathway look like? 

The pathway consists of a number of targeted programmes, delivered across children’s centres, 

tailored to build skills and confidence. 

 

 

 
 

 

Home learning 

This involves working in partnership with the parent/carer to promote child development within 

the home environment on a one-to-one basis. As a result, families receive support targeted to 

meet the child’s individual needs. Home learning sessions last for one hour per week for eight 

weeks (but can be extended if required). 

Growing Together 

This takes place as a group session within a local children’s centre. The sessions are for 

parents/carers and their children, promoting active involvement for parents/carers in their 

children’s learning. As a result, parents/carers become more ‘in tune’ with how their children 

learn and are able to provide activities to support their child’s learning journey. Growing 

Together sessions last for 1.5 hours per week for eight weeks (but can be extended if required). 

Playing Together 

This is a group stay and play session for both parents and children. These sessions provide a 

safe and stimulating environment for families. They also reduce isolation and can provide early 

identification of need. These universally accessible sessions are available for as long as the 

family need it.  



There may also be an opportunity to access the 

children’s centre crèche with the aim of building 

the child’s confidence away from the carer prior to 

accessing early education. 

 

Will every child need to complete each 

programme before moving on to the next? 

No. Every child, and their individual 

circumstances, is unique. Entry on to the pathway 

will be at a point to ensure that the child and their 

carer progress at a level that meets their needs. 

For some children, accessing Playing Together 

sessions may be all that is required before being 

ready to access their 15 hour entitlement, whilst 

others may need a longer, more structured 

programme before accessing early education. 

 

Where can children access early education? 

Early education can be accessed at a number of different providers throughout the city. The 

majority of day nurseries and pre-schools offer free funded places. Some childminders also offer 

free places, which can be of particular benefit to children who are not ready to mix with larger 

groups of children. It is personal choice as to which type of provider is chosen to access their free 

entitlement, each offering a diverse nurturing environment. 

 

Would you like to know more about the pathway? 

 

North locality   

Danielle Holdcroft 

Tel: 01782 23 2977 email: danielle.holdcroft@stoke.gov.uk  

 

Central locality 

Linda Hallam 

Tel: 01782 23 8352 email: linda.hallam@stoke.gov.uk  

 

South locality 

Nadine Massey 

Tel: 01782 23 8038 email: nadine.massey@stoke.gov.uk 

 

Would you like to know more about free childcare and early education? 

For more information or to apply for a free place for a child in care visit www.stoke.gov.uk/beststart 
to print an application form or contact Cooperative working on 01782 232200 or cw@stoke.gov.uk  
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